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Toolkit Overview

• 5 thematic areas
• Target audience:

– Decision & policy makers
– Waterfront land owners
– Waterfront users

• Website scheduled for
release in March 2013
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Tools in Action: Case Study

Marquette, MI



Marquette’s Waterfront: Issues

• Decline in industrial activity
along the waterfront had left an
unsightly, underutilized
waterfront

• Lack of connectivity between
downtown + waterfront

• Downtown development had
turned its back on the waterfront

• Need for a new vision and plan
for the community’s waterfront

1 mile



City Actions
• Initiated Lower Harbor Study

• Acquired waterfront property

• Engaged community + defined community vision

• Partnered with MI Sea Grant + received EPA/NOAA Smart
Growth Pilot Study Technical Assistance Grant

• Adopted form-based code

• Created marina + public waterfront access facilities plan

• Prepared 5-year Recreation Master Plan

• Hosted Smart Growth Readiness Assessment workshop

• Continuing to update master plan + implement harbor plan



Outcome
• 2 Form-Based Code districts

• FBC an alternative to
conventional zoning that
regulates by form rather than
by use

• 3 major components:
- Regulating Plan
- Building Form Standards
- Illustrative Street Standards



Downtown Waterfront Form District Regulating Plan



South Marquette Waterfront
Form District Regulating Plan



Building Form Standards Illustrative Street Specifications



Marquette Coal Dock
circa 1936

Mattson Lower
Harbor Park



Lessons from Marquette

• Engage the community early

• Partnerships essential to waterfront redevelopment

• Smart Growth principles provided foundation for creating
a walkable downtown waterfront, protecting water
resources, and opening up the waterfront for public use

• FBC can applied in specific area or community-wide

• Appropriate legislative authority necessary to write, adopt,
and implement form-based regulation and adopt FBC

• FBC can be more cost and labor intensive to prepare



Thank you!


